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Welcome
Our welcomers are available to assist with any of the following access information.

Welcome whether you are joining us today in our building or online. Our cameras
focus on those who are leading our service, but if you are in the building and
would like to ensure that you are not caught on camera, please sit beyond the
pillars on the south of the church (to the right as you enter).

Welcome if you are disabled, unwell, have experiences of dementia, physical,
sensory, cognitive or mental health issues, or are neurodivergent. The order of
service is online or large print copies are available. The hearing loop works best
on the south side of the church. Step-free access to church is via the ramp on
the north side, and to the Crypt and Hall via lifts in the NW porch and Pavilion.

Welcome to babies, children and young people. We understand that young
children make noise. If your baby becomes upset during the service, you are
welcome to go to the back of church if needed to settle — or to our children's
church room. We support breastfeeding in services; we also have a room
allocated if preferred. We have children’s church groups during the service
(currently alternate weeks) and a monthly group for teenagers after Sunday
morning worship.

Welcome to anyone with a need of safeguarding. If you would like to reach our
safeguarding team, you can email safeguarding@smitf.org

Welcome to all experiences of race, culture and language. At the Lord’s Prayer
all are invited to bring the gift of our first language to our worship. Our 1.30pm is
in Cantonese: our welcomers are happy to help where they can if you are new
to English. You are also very welcome if you are LGBTQIA+.

Welcome if you are agnostic or are from a faith tradition different from Christianity.
Welcome if you are wary of faith. Welcome if you're exploring. Welcome if
you are here to support someone else. If you would like to explore what you
believe in a friendly and non-judgemental group, our Being With Courses run
throughout the year online and in the building. Email being-with@smitf.org for
more details.

You are welcome to share our meal with God. When we come to Holy
Communion, we receive bread in the form of a wafer, then wine from a common
cup. Non-alcoholic wine and gluten-free wafers are available in the south
aisle. If you need to receive in your seat please let a welcomer know and the
ministers will come to you. If you do not want to or cannot receive bread or wine
for whatever reason you are welcome to let the priest know you would like to
receive a simple prayer for blessing, or to stay in your seat. We welcome your
ideas and help for us to become a more welcoming community.

We are glad you are here.



The Gathering

Welcome
Please stand. Silence is kept.

The Greeting

The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.

We acknowledge God's presence drawing each of us into one body
as we gather on site and online.

Visit us Lord, by your Holy Spirit.
All ' Though in many places, we are united as one body.
Though from many backgrounds, we share one hope.

Opening Hymn

1 Thou art the Christ, O Lord,
the Son of God most high:
for ever be adored
that name in earth and skyj,
in which, though mortal strength may fail,
the saints of God at last prevail.

2 O surely he was blest
with blessedness unpriced,
who, taught of God, confessed
the Godhead in the Christ;
for of thy Church, Lord, thou didst own
thy saint a true foundation-stone.

3 O bright triumphant faith,
O courage void of fears.
O love most strong in death,
O penitential tears!
By these, Lord, keep us lest we fall,
and make us go where thou shalt call.

William Walsham How (1823-1897)

Please sit or kneel.



All

All

All

Confession

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith to the one who longs
to embrace and restore us.

Most merciful God,

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.

In your mercy forgive what we have been,

help us to amend what we are,

and direct what we shall be;

that we may do justly, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen
you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

Please stand.
Gloria in Excelsis see opposite

Collect

O God, you declare your almighty power most chiefly in showing
mercy and pity: mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace,
that we, running the way of your commandments, may receive your
gracious promises, and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Please sit or kneel.



Gloria in Excelsis
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The Liturgy of the Word

First Reading Genesis 45: 1-15 read by Ramesh Puvaneswaran

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who
stood by him, and he cried out, ‘Send everyone away from me.” So
no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his
brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the
household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, ‘| am
Joseph. Is my father still alive?’ But his brothers could not answer
him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come closer to me.” And they
came closer. He said, ‘| am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into
Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves,
because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve
life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there
are five more years in which there will be neither ploughing nor
harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you
who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh,
and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry
and go up to my father and say to him, “Thus says your son Joseph,
God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay.
You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you
and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks,
your herds, and all that you have. | will provide for you there—since
there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your
household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.” And now
your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own
mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly | am
honoured in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my
father down here.’ Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and
wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his
brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with
him.

Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32 read by Mel Adams

| ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! | myself am
an lIsraelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of
Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do
you not know what the scripture says of Elijjah, how he pleads with
God against Israel? for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.
Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received
mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may
now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so
that he may be merciful to all.

Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel in the centre aisle.

Gospel Hymn

Teach me, my God and King,
in all things thee to see,

and what | do in anything,

to do it as for thee.

All may of thee partake:

nothing can be so mean,

which, with this tincture, For thy sake,
will not grow bright and clean.

A servant with this clause
makes drudgery divine;
who sweeps a room, as for thy laws,

makes that and the action fine.
continued after Gospel reading

Gospel Reading Matthew 15: 21-28

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon.
Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started
shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
tormented by a demon.’ But he did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps
shouting after us.” He answered, ‘| was sent only to the lost sheep of
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the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying,
‘Lord, help me.” He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat
the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered
her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’
And her daughter was healed instantly.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Hymn continued

This is the famous stone

that turneth all to gold;

for that which God doth touch and own
cannot for less be told.

George Herbert (15693-1633)

Please sit after the opening prayer.
Sermon Revd Angela Sheard

Anthem Love Divine Howard Goodall

Please stand.

Apostles' Creed

We believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,
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the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Please sit or kneel.

The Prayers of Intercession led by Susannah Woodd

The response to the prayers is:
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

And, at the end:

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Please stand.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

We are all one in Christ Jesus. We belong to him through faith, heirs
of the promise of the Spirit of peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace.

A collection will be taken for the work of this church during the

following hymn. You are welcome to donate using:

- cash in the collection bags filling in a Gift Aid envelope if applicable

- select amount and tap the card machines brought by the stewards

- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10
plus one standard rate message). .

- by scanning the QR code to the right with your phone
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Offertory Hymn

1 Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour,
first-begotten from the dead,
thou alone, our strong defender,
liftest up thy people's head.
Alleluia, alleluia,
Jesu, true and living bread.

2 Here our humblest homage pay we,
here in loving reverence bow;
here for faith's discernment pray we,
lest we fail to know thee now.
Alleluia, alleluia,
thou art here, we ask not how.

3  Paschal Lamb, thine offering, finished
once for all when thou wast slain,
in its fulness undiminished
shall for evermore remain,
Alleluia, alleluia,
cleansing souls from every stain.

A musical interlude may be played on the organ before the final verse is sung

4 Life-imparting heavenly manna,
stricken rock with streaming side,
heaven and earth with loud hosanna
worship thee, the Lamb who died,
Alleluia, alleluia,
risen, ascended, glorified.

George Hugh Bourne (1840-1925)

The Preparation of the Table
The Taking of the Bread and Wine

The table is prepared and bread and wine are received from the
congregation and placed upon it. The financial gifts of the people are
gathered and presented with the following prayer:

We present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
you, which is our spiritual worship.

All  Make us not be conformed to this world, but transform us by the
renewing of our minds, so that we may discern your will.

8



The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Thanks and praise be to you, Lord God of mercy and grace, for you
entered into covenant trust with your chosen people, and bestowed
on them boundless gifts and an irrevocable calling. In Jesus you take
your children’s food and give it to all creation, even we who lurk in the
shadows, hoping for the crumbs of your eternal glory. You have lifted
us from the floor to your table, and from a place beyond redemption
to the joy of your heart. And so we gladly thank you, with angels and
archangels and all the company of heaven, singing the hymn of your
unending praise.
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Cleansing God, in Christ you come among us in infectious purity, and
heal us from the inside out. You give us eternal food that in you, we
may never be hungry again. Send your Holy Spirit upon us now, that
we may become people who take in the holiness of your mercy, and
give out the abundance of your grace. Sanctify this bread and this
wine, that they may become for us the body and blood of your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord. Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread,
gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, ‘“Take,
eat: this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance
of me.’ After supper he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks, and
gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Drink this, all of you: this is my blood
of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of me.’

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

Forgiving God, you sent Joseph to Egypt, through the conspiracy of
his brothers, to redeem your people from the curse of famine. You
sent your Son Jesus to the cross, through the corruption of our
human will, to liberate us from sin and death. Raise up among us
children of hope, of courage, of truth, and of vision, who embody your
will to turn our evil into your good. Transform the lives of all who live
under famine today; visit any who are excluded by envy or prejudice
or fear; and lift the hearts who those who are weighed down under
burdens too great to bear. Gather at your resurrection banquet your
whole church, living and departed, that all creation may feast with
eyes and ears and touch and tongue on the effervescence of your
glory, ever one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, forever.

Amen.

Please sit or kneel.

The Lord's Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray, each in our first language:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
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Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours
now and for ever.

Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
You take us and bless us and sometimes you break us

All  that through us your life may be shared with your people.
Agnus Dei
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The Giving of Communion
In Christ God turns scarcity to abundance. Come enter the abundance
of the kingdom.
Al Amen.

Communicant members of all Christian Churches are invited to
receive Holy Communion.

Bread and wine are available in the central and side aisles. Gluten-
free wafers and non-alcoholic wine are available in the south aisle. If
you wish to receive Communion in your seat do let a steward know.
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Communion Anthem Litany to the Holy Spirit Hurford

Silence is kept.

The Prayer after Communion

Lord of all mercy, we your faithful people have celebrated that
one true sacrifice which takes away our sins and brings pardon
and peace: by our communion keep us firm on the foundation
of the gospel and preserve us from all sin; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

The Dismissal
Notices
Please stand.

Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Thanksgiving Hymn

Ye that know the Lord is gracious,
ye for whom a corner-stone
dtands, of God elect and precious,
laid that ye may build thereon;

see that on that sure foundation

ye a living temple raise,

towers that may tell forth salvation,
walls that may re-echo praise.

continued...
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Living stones, by God appointed
each to his allotted place,

kings and priests, by God anointed,
shall ye not declare his grace?

Ye, a royal generation,

tell the tidings of your birth,

tidings of a new creation

to an old and weary earth.

Tell the praise of him who called you
out of darkness into light,

broke the fetters that enthralled you,
gave you freedom, peace and sight:
tell the tale of sins forgiven,

strength renewed and hope restored,
till the earth, in tune with heaven,
praise and magnify the Lord!

Cyril Argentine Alington (1872—-1955)

The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Organ Voluntary
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