
 Introit   Drop, drop slow tears   Orlando Gibbons

 Welcome and Opening Prayers   Revd Richard Carter
 Creator God, 
 Come to us, in the difference of every life gathered
 Come to us in song
 Come to us in word
 Come to us in stillness and silence
 Come to us in our care for one another
 Come to us in bread and wine
 Come to us in flesh and blood
 Reach out across time
 Be present in all time.  
All Amen.

All Come Jesus, be our guest,
 Stay with us for day is ending.
 With friend, with stranger,
 With young and old,
 With the lost and found
 Be among us tonight
 Our guest our host
 The one who says all – all are welcome here.

 Opening Hymn   
1 God of mercy and compassion,

 Lord of life and blinding light,
 Truth whom creatures would refashion,
 Place on us the gift of sight.
 Truth insistent and demanding,
 Love resented and ignored,
 Life beyond all understanding,
 Give us peace and pardon Lord.

            Continued...

Wednesday 6 March 2024

Bread for the World
An Informal Eucharist



2 God most holy and forgiving,
 Penetrate our pride and sloth:
 On a people partly living
 Place the gift of life and growth.
 Refrain

3 Lord who out of love consented
 To the worst that we could do:
 Lord abandoned and tormented,
 Let us love and suffer too.
 Refrain

Michael Hodgetts (born 1936)

Prayers of Forgiveness
 God longs to be with us. But we often live in alienation from God,  
 ourselves, one another and God’s creation. Therefore in the light of  
 Christ let us confess our sins.

Silence is kept.

Because the world is beautiful but beauty is easily destroyed, we 
need you.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.
Because we often abandon you and turn away and walk past and are 
afraid and countless times betray you but you love us to the end and 
win a victory over all hatred, we need you.
Christ, have mercy.

All  Christ, have mercy.
Because we have your message to proclaim, because we have your 
kingdom to build, because there are so many in need of your love, 
because we have your life to live.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.
 And Jesus said "Your sins are forgiven"

In the name of the Father who created you and waits to welcome you 
home, in the name of the Son who searches for you, in the name of 
the Spirit who brings the healing of forgiveness and calls you to do 
the same, you have been set free.

All Amen.



 Words on the Edge   Genesis 3.1-7
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the 
Lord God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall 
not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ The woman said to the serpent, 
‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You 
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, 
nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ’ But the serpent said to the 
woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ 
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make 
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

Poem   Sinne (I)

 Lord, with what care hast thou begirt us round!
      Parents first season us; then schoolmasters
      Deliver us to laws; they send us bound
To rules of reason, holy messengers,
Pulpits and Sundays, sorrow-dogging sin,
      Afflictions sorted, anguish of all sizes,
      Fine nets and stratagems to catch us in,
Bibles laid open, millions of surprises,
Blessings beforehand, ties of gratefulness,
      The sound of glory ringing in our ears,
      Without, our shame, within, our consciences,
Angels and grace, eternal hopes and fears.
      Yet all these fences and their whole array
      One cunning bosom-sin blows quite away.

Reflection   Revd Angela Sheard - Sin

 Anthem   Turn thy face from my sins   Thomas Attwood

 Prayers
 Prayer of Thanksgiving
 Prayer of Concern
 Prayer of Hope   

 Each prayer ends with 'We pray to you'



 Prayer Chant   Have mercy on us, Lord

 Sharing of the Peace   
God of eternal peace, who offers the gift of peace and whose 
children are the peacemakers; pour your peace into our hearts, that 
conflict and anger may cease. Peace is the gift of the Risen Christ.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

All And also with you.
 Let us offer each other a sign of that peace

 As we sing the hymn, you are invited to gather around the altar.
 
 Gathering Hymn  
1 Jesu, lover of my soul,
 let me to thy bosom fly,
 while the gath'ring waters roll,
 while the tempest still is high:
 Hide me, O my Saviour, hide,
 till the storm of life is past;
 safe into the haven guide,
 O receive my soul at last.
2 Other refuge have I none,
 hangs my helpless soul on thee;
 leave, ah, leave me not alone,
 still support and comfort me.
 All my trust on thee is stayed,
 all my help from thee I bring;
 cover my defenceless head
 with the shadow of thy wing.
3 Plenteous grace with thee is found,
 grace to cleanse from ev'ry sin;
 let the healing streams abound,
 make and keep me pure within.
 Thou of life the fountain art,
 freely let me take of thee,
 spring thou up within my heart,
 rise to all eternity.
 Charles Wesley (1707-1788)



 The Eucharistic Prayer 
 The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

 Together we pray:
All Bless the earth, heal the sick, let the oppressed go free, and fill  
 each one of us with your love from on high. Gather your people  
 from the ends of the earth to feast at your table with all your  
 saints.

 The Lord’s Prayer   
 Let us pray each in our own preferred language the prayer our Saviour  
 taught us:
All Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
 now and for ever. 
 Amen.

 The Breaking of the Bread 
Look, Jesus Christ, the Bread of Heaven, is broken for the life of the 
world. The gifts of God for the people of God. 

All Jesus Bread of Life, Bread which is broken, Bread for the world.

 Communion Anthem  Kyrie eleison   Jodi Page Clark 

 Prayer after Communion
All  Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Word for us to speak, You are  
 the Truth for us to tell; You are the Light for us to light in the  
 darkness, You are the Bread of Life for us to share.

 Notices



 Thanksgiving Hymn    
1 O Jesus, I have promised
 to serve thee to the end;
 be thou for ever near me,
 my Master and my Friend:
 I shall not fear the battle
 if thou art by my side,
 nor wander from the pathway
 if thou wilt be my guide.
2 O let me hear thee speaking
 in accents clear and still,
 above the storms of passion,
 the murmurs of self-will;
 O speak to reassure me,
 to hasten or control;
 O speak, and make me listen,
 thou guardian of my soul.
3 O Jesus, thou hast promised
 to all who follow thee,
 that where thou art in glory
 there shall thy servant be;
 and, Jesus, I have promised
 to serve thee to the end:
 O give me grace to follow,
 my Master and my Friend.
4 O let me see thy foot-marks,
 and in them plant mine own;
 my hope to follow duly
 is in thy strength alone:
 O guide me, call me, draw me,
 uphold me to the end;
 and then in heaven receive me,
 my Saviour and my Friend.
 John Ernest Bode (1816-1874)



 Blessing
 Go simply, lightly, gently
 Go with obedience
 Go with love
 And the blessing of Almighty God,
 Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you now and forever.
All Amen.

 Blessing Anthem   How deep the Father’s love for us  
      Stuart Townend
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If you have enjoyed this service and and would like to help us continue with 
this work, we would be grateful to receive donations towards the worshiping 

life of the church. You can give:

- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10 plus one 
standard rate message),

- by tapping the contactless donation point in the porch on your way out,

- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving.          

Thank you.


