
 Introit   I give to you a new commandment   Peter Nardone

 Welcome and Opening Prayers   Revd Angela Sheard

 Creator God, 
 Come to us, in the difference of every life gathered
 Come to us in song
 Come to us in word
 Come to us in stillness and silence
 Come to us in our care for one another
 Come to us in bread and wine
 Come to us in flesh and blood
 Reach out across time
 Be present in all time.  
All Amen.

All Come Jesus, be our guest,
 Stay with us for day is ending.
 With friend, with stranger,
 With young and old,
 With the lost and found
 Be among us tonight
 Our guest our host
 The one who says all – all are welcome here.

 Opening Hymn   
1 Alleluia! sing to Jesus,
 his the sceptre, his the throne;
 alleluia! his the triumph,
 his the victory alone.
 Hark, the songs of holy Zion
 thunder like a mighty flood:
 Jesus out of every nation
 hath redeemed us by his blood.
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2 Alleluia! Not as orphans
 are we left in sorrow now;
 Alleluia! He is near us,
 faith believes, nor questions how,
 though the clouds from sight received him
 when the forty days were o'er,
 shall our hearts forget his promise,
 'I am with you evermore'?

3 Alleluia! Bread of heaven,
 thou on earth our food, our stay;
 Alleluia! here the sinful
 flee to thee from day to day.
 Intercessor, Friend of sinners,
 earth's Redeemer, plead for me,
 where the songs of all the sinless
 sweep across the crystal sea.

4 Alleluia! sing to Jesus,
 his the sceptre, his the throne;
 alleluia! his the triumph,
 his the victory alone.
 Hark, the songs of holy Zion
 thunder like a mighty flood:
 Jesus out of every nation,
 hath redeemed us by his blood.

 William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898)

 Prayers of Forgiveness
 God longs to be with us. But we often live in alienation from God,  
 ourselves, one another and God’s creation. Therefore in the light of  
 Christ let us confess our sins.

Silence is kept.
Because the world is beautiful but beauty is easily destroyed, we 
need you.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.
Because we often abandon you and turn away and walk past and are 
afraid and countless times betray you but you love us to the end and 
win a victory over all hatred, we need you.
Christ, have mercy.

All  Christ, have mercy.



Because we have your message to proclaim, because we have your 
kingdom to build, because there are so many in need of your love, 
because we have your life to live.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy
 And Jesus said 'Your sins are forgiven'

In the name of the Father who created you and waits to welcome you 
home, in the name of the Son who searches for you, in the name of 
the Spirit who brings the healing of forgiveness and calls you to do 
the same, you have been set free.

All Amen.
 Words on the Edge   John 6:25-59

When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, 
‘Rabbi, when did you come here?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, 
I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but 
because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son 
of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his 
seal.’ Then they said to him, ‘What must we do to perform the works 
of God?’ Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that you 
believe in him whom he has sent.’ So they said to him, ‘What sign 
are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? 
What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the 
wilderness; as it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.” 
’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who 
gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you 
the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which 
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’ They said to 
him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’
Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 
never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 
Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone 
who comes to me I will never drive away; for I have come down from 
heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me. And 
this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all 
that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. This is indeed 
the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him may 
have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.’
Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, ‘I am 
the bread that came down from heaven.’ They were saying, ‘Is not 
this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? 
How can he now say, “I have come down from heaven”?’ Jesus 



answered them, ‘Do not complain among yourselves. No one can 
come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise 
that person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, “And they 
shall all be taught by God.” Everyone who has heard and learned 
from the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father 
except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very truly, 
I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. 
Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This 
is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it 
and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. 
Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will 
give for the life of the world is my flesh.’

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat?’ So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell 
you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood 
have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; for my flesh 
is true food and my blood is true drink. Those who eat my flesh and 
drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father 
sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will 
live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, 
not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one 
who eats this bread will live for ever.’ He said these things while he 
was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

 Reflection   The Bread of Life   Revd Dr Simon Woodman

 Anthem   Beauty for brokenness   Graham Kendrick 

 Prayers
 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 Prayer of Concern
 Prayer of Hope 

Each prayer ends with ‘We pray to you’.

 Prayer Chant   
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 Sharing of the Peace   
God of eternal peace, who offers the gift of peace and whose 
children are the peacemakers; pour your peace into our hearts, that 
conflict and anger may cease. Peace is the gift of the Risen Christ.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

All And also with you.
 Let us offer each other a sign of that peace.
 As the congregation sings, all are invited to gather around the altar
 Gathering Hymn  
1 I, the Lord of sea and sky,
 I have heard my people cry.
 All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
 I who made the stars of night,
 I will make their darkness bright.
 Who will bear my light to them?
 Whom shall I send?
 Here I am, Lord.
 Is it I, Lord?
 I have heard you calling in the night.
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
 I will hold your people in my heart.

2 I, the Lord of snow and rain,
 I have borne my people’s pain.
 I have wept for love of them.  They turn away.
 I will break their hearts of stone,
 give them hearts for love alone.
 I will speak my word to them.
 Whom shall I send?
 Chorus

3 I, the Lord of wind and flame,
 I will tend the poor and lame.
 I will set a feast for them.
 My hand will save.
 Finest bread I will provide
 till their hearts be satisfied.
 I will give my life to them.
 Whom shall I send?
 Chorus

 Daniel L. Schutte (born 1947)



 The Eucharistic Prayer 
 The Lord be with you
All and also with you.
 Together we pray
All Bless the earth, heal the sick, let the oppressed go free, and fill  
 each one of us with your love from on high. Gather your people  
 from the ends of the earth to feast at your table with all your  
 saints.

 The Lord’s Prayer   
 Let us pray each in our own preferred language the prayer our Saviour  
 taught us:

All Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
 now and for ever. 
 Amen.
 The Breaking of the Bread 

Look, Jesus Christ, the Bread of Heaven, is broken for the life of the 
world. The gifts of God for the people of God. 

All Jesus Bread of Life, Bread which is broken, Bread for the world.

 Communion Anthem   Bread for the world   Bernadette Farrell

 Prayer after Communion
All  Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Word for us to speak, You are  
 the Truth for us to tell; You are the Light for us to light in the  
 darkness, You are the Bread of Life for us to share.

 Notices



 Thanksgiving Hymn
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
 Longing for truth, we turn to you.
 Make us your own, your holy people,
 light for the world to see.
 Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.
 Shine through the darkness.
 Christ be our light!
 Shine in your church gathered today.
2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
 Longing for hope, many despair.
 Your word alone has pow'r to save us.
 Make us your living voice.
 Chorus
3 Longing for food, many are hungry.
 Longing for water, many still thirst.
 Make us your bread, broken for others,
 shared until all are fed.
 Chorus
4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
 Longing for warmth, many are cold.
 Make us your building, sheltering others,
 walls made of living stones.
 Chorus
5 Many the gifts, many the people,
 many the hearts that yearn to belong.
 Let us be servants to one another,
 Making your kingdom come.
 Chorus
 Bernadette Farrell (born 1957)

 Blessing
 Go simply, lightly, gently
 Go with obedience
 Go with love
 And the blessing of Almighty God,
 Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you now and forever.
All Amen.

 Blessing Anthem   Let all the world in every corner sing   
       Sally Albrecht
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If you have enjoyed this service and and would like to help us continue with 
this work, we would be grateful to receive donations towards the worshiping 

life of the church. You can give:

- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10 plus one 
standard rate message),

- by tapping the contactless donation point in the porch on your way out,

- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving.          

Thank you.


