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Welcome
Our welcomers are available to assist with any of the following information. 
Toilets are available: please ask a welcomer.
Welcome whether you are joining us today in our building or online. Our cameras 
focus on those who are leading our service, but if you are in the building and 
would like to ensure that you are not caught on camera, please sit outside the 
pillars on the south of the church (to the right as you enter).
Welcome if you are disabled, unwell, have experiences of dementia, physical, 
sensory or mental health issues, or are neurodivergent. The order of service is 
online. Large print copies are also available. The hearing loop works best on 
the south side of the church. Step-free access to church is via the ramp on the 
north side, and to the Crypt and Hall via lifts in the NW porch and Pavilion.
Welcome to babies, children and young people. We understand that young 
children make noise. If your baby becomes upset during the service, you are 
welcome to go to the back of church if needed to settle — or to our children's 
church room. We support breastfeeding in services; we also have a room 
allocated if preferred. We have a children's church group during the service. A 
youth group for teenagers meets monthly on Sunday afternoons.
Welcome to anyone in need of safeguarding. If you would like to reach our 
safeguarding team, you can email safeguarding@smitf.org.
Welcome to all heritages and experiences of race, culture and language. At 
the Lord’s Prayer, all are invited to bring the gift of our preferred language to 
our worship. Our 1.30pm is in Cantonese: our welcomers are happy to help 
where they can if you are new to English. You are also very welcome if you are 
LGBTQIA+.
Welcome if you are of no professed faith or are from a faith tradition other than 
Christianity. Welcome if you are wary of faith. Welcome if you’re exploring. 
Welcome if you are here to support someone else. If you would like to explore 
what you believe in a friendly and non-judgemental group, our Being With 
courses run throughout the year online and in the building. Email beingwith@
smitf.org for more details.
You are welcome to share our meal with God. When we come to Holy 
Communion, we receive bread in the form of a wafer, then wine from a common 
cup. Non-alcoholic wine and gluten-free wafers are available in the south aisle. 
If you need to receive in your seat, please let a welcomer know and ministers will 
come to you. If you do not want to or cannot receive bread or wine for whatever 
reason you are welcome to let the priest know you would like to receive a 
simple prayer for blessing, or to stay in your seat. We welcome your ideas and 
help for us to become a more welcoming community. 

We are glad you are here.



	 The Gathering
	 Welcome

	 Please stand. Silence is kept.

	 The Greeting
	 The Lord be with you.  
All	 And also with you.

We acknowledge God's presence drawing each of us into one body
as we gather on site and online.

	 Visit us Lord, by your Holy Spirit.
All 	 Though in many places, we are united as one body.
	 Though from many backgrounds, we share one hope.

	 Opening Hymn
1	 'Tis good, Lord, to be here,
	 thy glory fills the night;
	 thy face and garments, like the sun,
	 shine with unborrowed light.
2	 'Tis good, Lord, to be here,
	 thy beauty to behold,
	 where Moses and Elijah stand,
	 thy messengers of old.
3	 Fulfiller of the past,
	 promise of things to be,
	 we hail thy body glorified,
	 and our redemption see.
4	 Before we taste of death,
	 we see thy kingdom come;
	 we fain would hold the vision bright,
	 and make this hill our home.
5	 'Tis good, Lord, to be here,
	 yet we may not remain;
	 but since thou bidst us leave the mount,
	 come with us to the plain.
	 Joseph Armitage Robinson (1858–1933)

1



	 Please sit or kneel.

	 Confession
In penitence and faith let us confess the ways we have dishonoured 
the image of God in us.

	 Silence is kept.

Loving God, you make us for glory, but we have turned glory into 
shame. 

	 Lord, have mercy.
All	 Lord, have mercy.
	 Merciful God, you made us for love, but we have turned love into  
	 resentment.

Christ, have mercy.
All	 Christ, have mercy.

Glorious God, you made us for mercy, but we have turned mercy into  
hardness of heart. 

	 Lord, have mercy.
All	 Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon 
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 
you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

All	 Amen.

Children gather at the north east door during the Gloria to go to 
Children's Church.

	 Please stand.

	 Gloria in Excelsis   opposite

	 Collect
Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he 
suffered death upon the cross: give us grace to perceive his glory, 
that we may be strengthened to suffer with him and be changed into 
his likeness, from glory to glory; who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All	 Amen.
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	 Gloria in Excelsis
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	 Please sit. 

	 The Liturgy of the Word
	 First Reading   Exodus 34: 29-end   read by Celia Webster

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the 
mountain with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did 
not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking 
with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of 
his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. But 
Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the 
congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterwards 
all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all 
that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had 
finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but whenever 
Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would take the 
veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the 
Israelites what he had been commanded, the Israelites would see the 
face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would 
put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

	 Hear the word of the Lord
All	 Thanks be to God.

	 Second Reading   2 Corinthians 3: 12—4: 2    read by Eloise Warner
Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not 
like Moses, who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel 
from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside. But their 
minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the 
reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in 
Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is 
read, a veil lies over their minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the 
veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom. 
And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as 
though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the 
Lord, the Spirit. Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are 
engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have renounced 
the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practise cunning or 
to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we 
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commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of 
God.

	 Hear the word of the Lord
All	 Thanks be to God.

	 Please stand and turn to face the Gospel in the centre aisle.

	 Gospel Hymn   
1	 Jesus, on the mountain peak,
	 stands alone in glory blazing.
	 Let us, if we dare to speak,
	 join the saints and angels praising:
	 Alleluia!

2	 Trembling at his feet we saw
	 Moses and Elijah speaking.
	 All the Prophets and the Law
	 shout through them their joyful greeting:
	 Alleluia!

3	 Swift the cloud of glory came,
	 God, proclaiming in its thunder,
	 Jesus as the Son by name!
	 Nations, cry aloud in wonder:
	 Alleluia!
	 continued after Gospel reading

	 Gospel Reading   Luke 9: 28-43a 
	 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
All	 Glory to you, O Lord.

Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter 
and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And 
while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his 
clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses 
and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking 
of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 
Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but 
since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men 
who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to 
Jesus, ‘Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah’—not knowing what he 
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said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed 
them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 
Then from the cloud came a voice that said, ‘This is my Son, my 
Chosen; listen to him!’ When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found 
alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the 
things they had seen. On the next day, when they had come down 
from the mountain, a great crowd met him. Just then a man from the 
crowd shouted, ‘Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only 
child. Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It 
throws him into convulsions until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him 
and will scarcely leave him. I begged your disciples to cast it out, but 
they could not.’ Jesus answered, ‘You faithless and perverse 
generation, how much longer must I be with you and bear with you? 
Bring your son here.’ While he was coming, the demon dashed him 
to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, 
healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. And all were 
astounded at the greatness of God.

	 This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All	 Praise to you, O Christ.

	 Hymn   continued   
4	 Jesus is the chosen One,
	 living hope of every nation,
	 hear and heed him, everyone;
	 sing, with earth and all creation,
	 Alleluia!

	 Brian Wren (b. 1936)	
	

	 Please sit after the opening prayer.

	 Sermon   Revd Richard Carter

	 Anthem   Be thou my vision   Bob Chilcott 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, be all else but naught to me, save that thou 
art; be thou my best thought in the day and the night, both waking and sleeping, thy 
presence my light. Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word; be thou ever with me, 
and I with thee, Lord; be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; be thou in me 
dwelling, and I with thee one. Be thou and thou only the first in my heart; O Sovereign 
of heaven, my treasure thou art; great heart of my own heart, what ever befall, still 
be thou my vision, ruler of all. 

Early Irish, tr. Mary Byrne (1880-1931), vers. Eleanor Hull (1860-1935)
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	 Please stand.

	 Apostles’ Creed
All	 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 creator of heaven and earth.
	 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
	 born of the Virgin Mary,
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	 was crucified, died, and was buried;
	 he descended to the dead.
	 On the third day he rose again;
	 he ascended into heaven,
	 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
	 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
	 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	 the holy catholic Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body,
	 and the life everlasting. 
	 Amen.

	 Please sit or kneel.

	 Prayers of Intercession   led by Ivan Yuen
	 The response to the prayers is:
	 God of love,
All	 hear our prayer.
	 And, at the end:
	 Merciful Father,
All	 accept these prayers
	 for the sake of your Son,
	 our Saviour Jesus Christ.
	 Amen.

	 Please stand.

7



	 The Liturgy of the Sacrament
	 The Peace
	 Christ brings us peace with God, with ourselves, with one another  
	 and with the whole creation.
	 The peace of the Lord be always with you
All	 and also with you.
	 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

	 All may exchange a sign of peace. 

	 A collection will be taken for the work of this church during the  
	 following hymn. You are welcome to donate using:

- cash in the collection bags filling in a Gift Aid envelope if applicable
- select amount and tap the card machines brought by the stewards
- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10  
  plus one standard rate message). 
- by scanning the QR code to the right with your phone

	 Offertory Hymn
1	 Alleluia, sing to Jesus!
	 His the sceptre, his the throne;
	 alleluia, his the triumph,
	 his the victory alone:
	 hark, the songs of peaceful Sion
	 thunder like a mighty flood;
	 Jesus out of every nation
	 hath redeemed us by his blood.
2	 Alleluia, not as orphans
	 are we left in sorrow now;
	 alleluia, he is near us,
	 faith believes, nor questions how:
	 though the cloud from sight received him,
	 when the forty days were o'er,
	 shall our hearts forget his promise,
	 'I am with you evermore'?

continued...
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3	 Alleluia, bread of angels,
	 thou on earth our food, our stay;
	 alleluia, here the sinful
	 flee to thee from day to day:
	 Intercessor, Friend of sinners,
	 earth's Redeemer, plead for me,
	 where the songs of all the sinless
	 sweep across the crystal sea.
A musical interlude may be played on the organ before the final verse is sung

4	 Alleluia, King eternal,
	 thee the Lord of lords we own;
	 alleluia, born of Mary,
	 earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne:
	 thou within the veil hast entered,
	 robed in flesh, our great High Priest;
	 thou on earth both Priest and Victim
	 in the eucharistic feast.
	 William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898)

	 Preparation of the Table
	 Taking of the Bread and Wine

The table is prepared and bread and wine are received from the 
congregation and placed upon it. The financial gifts of the people are 
gathered and presented with the following prayer: 

All	 Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour, 
and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you, and of your own do we give you.

	 Eucharistic Prayer  
	 The Lord be with you
All	 and also with you.
	 Lift up your hearts.
All 	 We lift them to the Lord.

	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All	 It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Creating and liberating God, you called your people into covenant 
with you and sealed it with Moses on the mountain; you called your 
people back to that covenant through your prophets and spoke in a 
still small voice to Elijah on a mountain. Then in your Son Jesus on 
a mountain you stood between the Law and the Prophets and 
revealed the radiance of your gospel. On Calvary’s hill your Son 
redeemed us by the blood of your new covenant,  and on the mountain 
in Galilee he ascended to your right hand on high. And so we gladly 
thank you, celebrating your glory with angels and archangels, and all 
the company of heaven, dazzled by your face and singing the hymn 
of your unending praise.

Dazzling God, you set up your tent and make your dwelling among 
us.  Abide with us now through the power of your Holy Spirit, that 
your people may become a temple of your presence, and that these 
gifts of bread and wine may be for us the body and blood of your Son 
Jesus Christ. Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you 
thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, ‘Take, eat: this 
is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ 
After supper he took the cup.  Again he gave you thanks, and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, ‘Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’
Great is the mystery of faith. 

All 	 Christ has died. 
	 Christ is risen. 
	 Christ will come again.
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Transfiguring God, it is good for us to be here. Through this holy 
sacrament make us your sons and daughters, and be close to all 
children who have no one to share your love and mercy with them. 
Make us your beloved, and visit all who have no one to call them 
beloved. Give us grace to listen to your voice, and bring to your heart 
any who have no one to listen to them. Surround us with your 
prophetic company and take us up into the whirlwind of your glory, 
until the day comes when the waters of the Jordan are parted and the 
heavens are opened and the chariots bring us home to you, ever one 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All 	 Amen.

	 Please sit or kneel.

	 Lord’s Prayer
	 As our Saviour taught us, so we pray, each in our own preferred  
	 language.

All	 Our Father in heaven,
	 hallowed be your name,
	 your kingdom come,
	 your will be done,
	 on earth as in heaven.
	 Give us today our daily bread.
	 Forgive us our sins
	 as we forgive those who sin against us.
	 Lead us not into temptation
	 but deliver us from evil.
	 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
	 now and for ever. Amen.

	 Breaking of the Bread
	 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All	 Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in  
	 one bread.
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	 Agnus Dei

	 Giving of Communion
Jesus is the bread of life: whoever comes to him will never hunger, 
and whoever believes in him will never thirst. 

Communicant members of all Christian Churches are invited to 
receive Holy Communion. Bread and wine are available in the central 
aisle and both side aisles. Gluten-free bread and non-alcoholic wine 
are available in the south aisle upon request from the assistant. If you 
wish to receive communion in your seat, do let a steward know.

Communion Anthem   O love   Elaine Hagenberg
O love, that will not let me go, O love, I rest my weary soul in thee; I give thee back 
the life I owe, that in thy ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be. O joy, that seeks 
me through the pain, O I cannot close my heart to thee; I  trace the rainbow through 
the rain, and feel the promise is not vain that morn shall tearless be. O love…

George Matheson (1842-1906)

	 Silence is kept. 

	 Prayer after Communion
All	 Holy God, we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ: may we 

who are partakers at his table reflect his life in word and deed, 
that all the world may know his power to change and save. This 
we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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	 The Dismissal
	 Notices

	 Please stand.

	 Blessing
May the Father unfold to you his wisdom, may the Son make you 
alive to his glory, may the Spirit live in your heart with love. And the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you and remain with you always.

All	 Amen.

	 Hymn 
1	 Songs of thankfulness and praise,
	 Jesu, Lord, to thee we raise,
	 manifested by the star,
	 to the sages from afar;
	 branch of royal David's stem
	 in thy birth at Bethlehem:
	 anthems be to thee addrest,
	 God in flesh made manifest.
2	 Manifest at Jordan's stream,
	 Prophet, Priest and King supreme;
	 and at Cana wedding-guest
	 in thy Godhead manifest;
	 manifest in power divine,
	 changing water into wine:
	 anthems be to thee addrest,
	 God in flesh made manifest.
3	 Manifest in making whole
	 failing limbs and fainting soul;
	 manifest in healing pain,
	 ending Satan's bitter reign;
	 manifest in gracious will,
	 ever bringing good from ill:
	 anthems be to thee addrest,
	 God in flesh made manifest.

continued...
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4	 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord,
	 mirrored in thy holy word;
	 may we imitate thee now,
	 and be pure, as pure art thou;
	 that we like to thee may be
	 at thy great Epiphany;
	 and may praise thee, ever blest,
	 God in flesh made manifest.
	 Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885)

	 Dismissal
	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All	 In the name of Christ. Amen. 

	 Organ Voluntary   

	 Prayers for healing are available at the altar rail after the service.
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